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This study aims to explore the application of the Discovery
Learning method in islamic religious education learning and
its impact on improving student creativity. This study uses a
descriptive qualitative approach with data collection
techniques through in-depth interviews, participatory
observation, and documentation of learning activities. The
results of the study indicate that the application of the
Discovery Learning method significantly increases student
participation and creativity through group discussions, case
studies, and creative projects that link religious material to real-
life contexts. Student creativity is reflected in their ability to
develop innovative ideas, compose artwork, and formulate
solutions to religious problems reflectively and critically.
Teachers act as active facilitators in creating a learning
environment that supports the exploration and internalization
of religious values. The implications of this study indicate that
Discovery Learning can be an effective strategy to transform
islamic religious education learning towards something more
meaningful, contextual, and building 21st-century skills such
as critical thinking, collaboration, and creativity. The
recommendations of this study encourage the development of
a more adaptive and integrative curriculum, in order to
support improving the quality of religious learning at the
elementary school level as a whole.
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INTRODUCTION

Islamic religious learning that tends to be carried out monotonously often
causes boredom in students, reducing their interest and participation in the
learning process. Traditional teaching methods that are one-way make students
passive and less actively involved (Susanti, 2024). However, student creativity
can change this dynamic and make learning more interesting and effective
(Nuriyah, 2020). By implementing the discovery learning method, SDN
Kertonegoro students are encouraged to actively seek, explore, and process
information themselves. They are involved in group discussions, case studies,
and creative projects that relate religious teachings to real-life situations. This
method not only increases student participation and understanding but also
builds critical thinking skills, creativity, and collaboration (Nasution et al., 2025).
As a result, students are more motivated and enthusiastic in learning, which in
turn improves their learning outcomes and understanding of religious material
(Ritonga & Napitupulu, 2024). The implementation of discovery learning in
Islamic religious learning in schools can be an effective solution to overcome
boredom and maximize student potential (Schroedl, 2019).

Previous research findings show that various learning models, including
discovery learning, have a significant impact on the learning process and
students’ critical thinking skills. Research by Zahara et al., (2020) shows that the
Jigsaw Discovery Learning learning model, after going through expert
evaluation and assessment, is effective in improving the ability to interpret the
Qur'an, with the t-test analysis showing valid results. Another study Fuadi,
(2024) emphasizes that Discovery Learning shifts from teacher-centered learning
to a student-centered model, leading to active learning and the development of
scientific attitudes. Other studies Hakim et al., (2023) highlights the importance
of alternative strategies to improve critical thinking skills of junior high school
students, showing that Discovery Learning makes students learn more actively
and independently.

Although various studies have shown the effectiveness of learning models
such as discovery learning in increasing student participation and critical
thinking skills, several areas still need further exploration. The integration of
elements from various learning models has not been studied in depth, so the
impact of combining these models is still open to research. In addition, the
effectiveness of e-learning in religious learning, especially when compared to
traditional models, has not been thoroughly studied (Yusuf & Wekke, 2020).
Student engagement through Discovery Learning has shown improvement, but
consistency across different material contexts and educational levels needs
further study (Eviota & Liangco, 2020). Jigsaw Discovery Learning has been
shown to be effective in interpretive learning, but its application to other religious
materials has not been explored (Veladat & Mohammadi, 2020). Finally, the
application of 4C skills in religious learning models and their impact on student
learning outcomes also requires further research. Addressing these gaps will
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provide a deeper understanding of the effectiveness of learning models and
technology in various educational contexts.

This study aims to explore and identify the application of the Discovery
Learning method in Islamic religious learning at SDN Kertonegoro and its impact
on increasing student creativity. The results of this study try to examine how the
discovery learning method can motivate students to actively seek and process
information and develop creative ideas in the context of religious learning. As
well as analyzing changes in student creativity resulting from the application of
the Discovery Learning method, including how students apply religious
knowledge in creative projects and practical activities.

RESEARCH METHOD

This research was conducted at SDN Kertonegoro with the aim of
exploring the application of the Discovery Learning method in Islamic religious
learning and its impact on student creativity. The background of this research
was driven by the need to improve the quality of religious learning which is often
monotonous and less interesting for students. This study uses a descriptive
qualitative approach to explore in depth how the Discovery Learning method
affects student participation and creativity and to provide recommendations for
the development of a more effective curriculum.

Data collection techniques in this study involve the use of primary and
secondary data (Rifa'i, 2023). Primary data were collected through in-depth
interviews with teachers, students, and principals to gain an understanding of
the implementation of the Discovery Learning method and their perceptions of
the changes that occurred. Direct observations were made during the learning
process to record student interactions and activities. In addition, documentation
of learning activities, student assessments, and creative project results were also
analyzed to provide a comprehensive picture of the impact of this method.

Data analysis was conducted through several stages, starting with data
collection that included information from interviews, observations, and
documentation (Heriyanto, 2018). Furthermore, the collected data was reduced
to identify key themes and important patterns related to student creativity and
participation. The reduced data was then displayed in the form of tables and
graphs to facilitate analysis. The final process was drawing conclusions, where
the results of data analysis were used to determine the extent to which the
Discovery Learning method succeeded in increasing student creativity and
providing recommendations for better learning practices in the future.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Result

Creative Exploration in Islamic Religious Learning

Based on the results of interviews regarding the application of the
discovery learning method in Islamic religious learning at SDN Kertonegoro, it
can be seen that this method begins by stimulating students' interest through
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various problems or questions related to religious material. Teachers can start
with case studies or situations that require in-depth analysis of Islamic values.
This initial step aims to arouse students' curiosity and intellectual restlessness,
which encourages them to explore the topic independently. This method also
provides a lively nuance in the learning process and does not seem monotonous
and boring, which is in line with the results of interviews with students.

“This method makes religious lessons not boring. Students do not only

listen to lectures, but we also interact and find answers ourselves. Group

discussions are very helpful because we can share ideas and perspectives
with each other. We also feel more confident because we can find answers
to the problems that students face.”

Based on interviews and observations at SDN Kertonegoro, the
application of the discovery learning method in Islamic religious learning
appears to be very effective. Here, students are invited to work in groups to
discuss and find their own solutions or understanding. This collaborative process
allows students to share perspectives and ideas with each other, enriching their
understanding of the material. At SDN Kertonegoro, students are given the
freedom to collect data from various sources, including books, the internet, and
interviews with experts. This data collection is a crucial step in helping students
build a solid knowledge base. The result of this method is a more contextual and
applicable understanding of Islamic religious teachings by students. They not
only memorize information, but are also able to relate this knowledge to real-life
situations, making learning more meaningful and relevant. This process also
significantly develops critical thinking skills, creativity, and the ability to work
together in groups, which are important competencies in students' academic and
personal development.

“The discovery learning method greatly supports the development of
students” character. They learn to think critically and analytically when
verifying information and drawing conclusions. This process encourages
them to have a scientific and reflective attitude towards religious
teachings. In addition, they learn to work together in groups, respect the
opinions of others, and communicate effectively.”

The implementation of this method at SDN Kertonegoro not only makes
Islamic religious learning more interesting and interactive, but also equips
students with important skills that can be applied in various aspects of their lives,
helping to build a deeper and more comprehensive understanding of religious
teachings as Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Discoverv Learning Model Learning

Transforming Students' Creativity and Thinking

Changes in the process of learning Islam at SDN Kertonegoro are clearly
visible in the daily lives of students and are reflected in the evaluation of mid-
term and end-of-term assessments. With the application of the discovery learning
method, students become more active and involved in learning activities, which
can be seen from the increase in participation and discussion in class. They are
no longer just memorizing material, but are also able to apply their knowledge
in real-life contexts, which deepens their understanding of Islamic teachings.

During the mid-term and end-of-term assessments, the results showed a
significant increase in students' conceptual understanding, analytical skills, and
critical thinking skills. The evaluation not only measures theoretical knowledge,
but also students' ability to relate and apply the concepts learned, reflecting more
enjoyable and applicable learning.

The changes in the learning process implemented at SDN Kertonegoro not
only increased student participation and understanding, but also significantly
developed their creativity. This is reflected in the creative projects and
presentations they do, which demonstrate their ability to design, test, and present
new solutions or interpretations to the problems posed. In the mid-term and final
semester assessment evaluations, students were not only able to answer
questions correctly, but also showed creativity in formulating questions, creating
artwork, or developing innovative ideas related to learning materials.

The interview results showed that the implementation of the discovery
learning method at SDN Kertonegoro has brought significant changes in student
participation and creativity. Students become more actively involved in
discussions and enthusiastic about exploring new ideas through relevant case
studies. In group learning, they share ideas and discuss various possibilities,
which encourages increased creativity. This change is also clearly seen during
weekly evaluations and semester assessments, where students demonstrated
creativity in aspects such as formulating in-depth questions, creating artwork,
and developing innovative ideas.
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Table 1. Indicators of Aspects of Change in Student Creativity

Mid Semester

End of Semester

Aspect Daily Learnin
P Y 8 Assessment Assessment
Students are more
active in discussions, Increased number of Students showed higher
Student sharing ideas with students participatingin participation in
Participation each other, and oral exams and group individual and group
involved in group presentations. project exams.
projects.
Students roduce . . .
. proc Students' creative work The final semester project
creative projects . . .
is assessed and shows showcases  innovative
Student such as posters, . .
. . improvements in ideas and  practical
Creativity videos, and dramas . . .
.. innovation and applications of religious
related to religious | -
. imagination. concepts.
material.
The evaluation shows
Students relate that students are able to .
.. . Students demonstrate in-
religious concepts to provide concrete
Contextual . o depth and contextual
. real-life  situations examples of the .
Understanding _ o .. understanding  through
through case studies application of religious )
; . ) . essays and presentations.
and discussions. teachings in everyday
life.
Students conduct in- Students demonstrate Students' critical thinking
Critical depth analysis and critical thinking skills in  skills are tested through
ritica
. . evaluation of identifying and case analysis and
Thinking Skills . . . . . . .
information ~ from formulating religious drawing conclusions in
various sources. issues. written exams.
. . End of semester grou
Students work in Group evaluations . group
, projects demonstrate
groups to solve showed improved . )
Group Work . improved collaboration
problems and collaborative and

develop projects.

communication skills.

skills and high quality
results.

The Role of Teachers in Facilitating Student Discovery

The role of teachers in implementing the discovery learning model at SDN
Kertonegoro is central. Teachers serve as facilitators who not only deliver subject
matter but also design and organize learning activities that stimulate students to
actively seek and process information. These include group discussions, case
studies, and creative projects that encourage students to explore religious
concepts in real-life contexts. Teachers help students collect data, analyze it,
verify sources, and draw conclusions based on evidence.

Teachers at SDN Kertonegoro also play a key role in creating a safe and
inclusive classroom environment, allowing students to express opinions, ask
questions, and explore ideas without fear of being judged. Through small group
discussions and dynamic classroom sessions, they ensure active participation
from all students. Teachers integrate technology, such as educational videos and
interactive apps, to broaden students” access to information and enrich their
learning experiences. Interviews with teachers indicate a consistent effort to
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instill values such as honesty, cooperation, and courage in every aspect of the
learning process, especially during group tasks and project-based learning.

The study also showed that students at SDN Kertonegoro demonstrated
improved creativity, independence, and critical thinking skills as a result of this
approach. Teachers successfully helped students internalize religious values
through contextual and practical learning activities. This finding supports the
notion that effective religious education not only emphasizes knowledge
acquisition but also character formation.

Figure 2 The Role of Teachers in Discovery Learning Model
Learning

The role of teachers in learning with the discovery learning model at SDN
Kertonegoro is very central. As a facilitator, teachers not only deliver materials,
but also design and organize activities that encourage students to actively seek
and process information. Teachers create a supportive learning environment by
building a conducive classroom, where students feel safe to experiment, ask
questions, and share ideas. They use various methods, such as group discussions,
case studies, and creative projects, which allow students to relate religious
concepts to real experiences. In addition, teachers at SDN Kertonegoro also focus
on instilling religious values and character, integrating values such as honesty,
cooperation, and courage into every aspect of learning. Thus, teachers not only
improve students' understanding and creativity in religious material, but also
shape their character into critical, independent, and integrity individuals, ready
to face future challenges.

Discussion

Islamic religious learning can be built with the discovery learning method
to create a more dynamic and in-depth learning experience for students. This
method emphasizes the active involvement of students in the learning process
through exploration and self-discovery (Nuraidar, 2025). Students are faced with
various problems relevant to Islamic religious material, which arouse curiosity
and intellectual anxiety (Rong et al., 2022). Through the identification of learning
problems at SDN Kertonegoro, students learn to understand and internalize

20 Educare: Journal Ilmu Pendidikan Vol. 04 No. 01 (2025) : 14-26
Available online at https://journal.literasantri.com/index.php/ejip/index



religious teachings more deeply. The process of implementing the discovery
learning method allows students to test and conclude their findings,
strengthening their understanding of the material. The discovery learning
method not only improves students' conceptual understanding of Islam but also
develops critical thinking skills, creativity, and problem-solving abilities, making
Islamic religious learning more interesting and meaningful (Hasanah, 2024).

The discovery learning method in Islamic religious learning encourages
students to be more independent and proactive in the learning process at SDN
Kertonegoro. By facing challenges and problems directly, students do not only
receive information passively but actively seek and analyze relevant information.
This leads to more contextual and applicable learning, where students can relate
religious teachings to real-life situations (Mustikaningrum et al., 2021). This
method also encourages students to work together in groups, discuss, and share
perspectives, which enriches their understanding of religious material (Badrudin
& Zakariyah, 2023). The application of discovery learning facilitates in-depth
reflection and careful proof of the knowledge gained. By verifying information
and drawing conclusions from the data that has been collected, students can
develop a critical attitude and scientific attitude towards religious teachings
(Baharun, 2023). This process supports the formation of strong character and
ethics, in accordance with the values taught in Islam (Shu & Ye, 2023).

The discovery learning method in learning at SDN Kertonegoro involves
several important steps that ensure students are actively involved and think
critically. The process begins with stimulation where students are faced with
problems that arouse anxiety, encouraging them to investigate independently.
Next, in the problem statement stage, students identify and explain the problems
faced, and dig deeper to understand the problem. The data collection stage gives
students the freedom to search for and collect relevant information related to the
problems faced. Then, in the data processing stage, students process the
information that has been collected, filter, and analyze the data to find patterns
or useful information. Verification is done by comparing the data found with
other sources to ensure its accuracy carefully. Finally, in the generalization stage,
students draw general conclusions from the problems faced based on the data
that has been analyzed and verified.

Based on the concept applied at SDN Kertonegoro, the discovery learning
method shows great potential in improving the quality of Islamic religious
learning. Learning through discovery allows students to be active in seeking and
organizing their own knowledge, which increases in-depth understanding of
concepts (Aldalur & Perez, 2023). Nurlailatus & Istiyana stated that active and
contextual learning encourages students' cognitive development, strengthens
critical and analytical thinking skills (Nurlailatus & Istiyana, 2024). In the context
of SDN Kertonegoro, the steps of stimulation, problem statement, data collection,
data processing, verification, and generalization support this process by
providing relevant challenges and encouraging students to connect religious
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teachings with everyday life. Research by (Susanti, 2024) about cooperative
learning also emphasizes that group discussion and cooperation in solving
problems improve students' understanding and social skills. Thus, the discovery
learning method at SDN Kertonegoro not only enriches students' learning
experiences but also develops critical, creative, and collaborative skills that are
essential in their lives.

The implementation of the discovery learning method at SDN
Kertonegoro proves to be an effective strategy in transforming the Islamic
religious learning process. By shifting the focus from teacher-centered to student-
centered learning, students are encouraged to explore religious content
independently and contextually. This pedagogical shift fosters not only
knowledge acquisition but also the development of important 21st-century skills
such as creativity, critical thinking, communication, and collaboration (Hasanah,
2024).

The increase in student participation demonstrates the effectiveness of the
stimulation phase in triggering curiosity and active engagement. Case studies
and problem-based tasks lead students to be more involved in constructing their
own understanding, rather than passively receiving information. The
collaborative nature of the discovery learning method also enhances
interpersonal and group work skills, as students must negotiate, communicate,
and contribute to collective knowledge building (Hidayat et al., 2024).

Creative outputs, such as combining art and technology in religious
presentations, are indicative of the method’s success in facilitating higher-order
thinking. This aligns with the idea that learning becomes more meaningful when
students can apply it in innovative and relevant ways. These findings support
the research of (Yang et al., 2025) who emphasized that contextual learning
strengthens cognitive development and promotes critical thinking.

Furthermore, the development of contextual understanding and the
ability to link religious values with real-life situations not only supports
academic competence but also character building. Through verification and
reflection, students cultivate a scientific and respectful attitude towards religious
knowledge. The process also helps instill ethical values and prepare students to
face real-life challenges with Islamic principles as a foundation.

The findings highlight the importance of the teacher's role as more than
just a source of knowledge teachers act as learning architects who guide,
stimulate, and empower students to become active discoverers. By creating
meaningful learning experiences that involve collaboration, exploration, and
reflection, teachers enable students to connect religious teachings with real-life
applications. The integration of technology and the use of contextual, student-
centered tasks also reflect a progressive teaching model that aligns with modern
educational demands, making religious learning more relevant and engaging
(Wang et al., 2024).

Moreover, the emphasis on character education within the discovery
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learning framework strengthens students' moral and ethical development.
Teachers at SDN Kertonegoro successfully embed values such as honesty and
cooperation into daily activities, shaping not only intellectually capable learners
but also socially responsible individuals. This approach to teaching provides a
model for religious education that is holistic nurturing both the mind and
character of students thus preparing them to face future challenges with integrity
and critical awareness (Cristea et al., 2025).

This study provides a significant contribution to the development of
pedagogy in Islamic Religious Education learning at the elementary level
through the application of the Discovery Learning method. These findings
strengthen the argument that discovery-based learning can increase students'
active participation, creativity, and contextual understanding of religious values.
In addition, this study emphasizes the strategic role of teachers as transformative
learning facilitators. The results of this study can be used as a reference in
designing a more interactive Islamic Religious Education curriculum, as well as
being the basis for developing educational policies based on strengthening
character and 21st century competencies simultaneously.

CONCLUSION

The application of the Discovery Learning method in Islamic Religious
Education learning effectively encourages increased creativity, active
participation, and contextual understanding of students. An important finding
of this study is that discovery-based learning can transform the traditional
monotonous approach into a more dynamic, interactive, and meaningful process,
and shape students' character through the internalization of religious values. The
implications of this study emphasize the need to adopt a constructivist approach
in the Islamic Religious Education curriculum to improve 2lst-century
competencies. Scientifically, this study enriches the literature on active pedagogy
in religious education; practically, it provides an implementation model for
teachers to create more contextual and inspiring learning. The strength of this
study lies in its holistic and contextual approach, but its limitation is the limited
scope in one elementary school, so that the generalization of findings still
requires comparative studies across levels and regions. Therefore, it is
recommended that further research explore the integration of Discovery
Learning with digital technology and its influence on character formation and
student learning outcomes in various educational contexts.
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